Summary of the Istanbul Convention
(Council of Europé Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence), highlighting its aims, key obligations, and mechanisms.



Background and Purpose

· Adopted: 2011 in Istanbul by the Council of Europé; entered into force in 2014.
· Goal: To prevent and combat violence against women and domestic violence, protect victims, and end impunity for perpetrators.
· Scope: Applies to all forms of violence against women—including domestic violence, sexual violence, stalking, forced marriage, female genital mutilation (FGM), and sexual harassment.
· Principle: Violence against women is recognized as a human rights violation and a form of gender-based discrimination.


Four Key Pillars
The Convention is built on the so-called 4 Ps:

1. Prevention
· Promote equality, respect, and non-violence through education and public campaigns.
· Train professionals (police, health workers, social services) to detect and respond effectively.
· Engage men and boys in prevention.


2. Protection
· Ensure immediate and appropriate support for victims (shelters, 24/7 helplines, medical and psychological services).
· Provide legal and financial assistance and protection measures, such as restraining or protection orders.


3. Prosecution
· Criminalize a broad range of violence: physical, sexual, psychological, economic violence; forced marriage; FGM; forced abortion or sterilization; sexual harassment.
· Ensure that violence is effectively investigated and prosecuted, and that culture, custom, religion, or so-called honor cannot justify acts of violence.





4. Integrated Policies
· Require coordinated, comprehensive policies involving government agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders.
· Allocate adequate resources and collect reliable data to monitor progress.
· Victim-Centered Approach
· Prioritizes safety and empowerment of victims.
· Ensures non-discrimination: protection must be granted regardless of age, race, religion, sexual orientation, immigration status, or other characteristics.
· Provides special measures for vulnerable groups, such as migrant and refugee women.


Monitoring and Enforcement
· GREVIO (Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence): An independent expert body that monitors implementation through reports, country visits, and recommendations.
· Committee of the Parties: Oversees and supports GREVIO’s work.




Impact and Significance
· The Istanbul Convention is the most comprehensive international treaty addressing gender-based violence.
· It strengthens legal standards across Europé and influences global efforts to combat violence against women.
· Even non-European states can accede, making it an important global reference.



In brief:
The Istanbul Convention is a legally binding European treaty that obliges states to prevent violence, protect victims, prosecute offenders, and adopt integrated policies. By defining gender-based violence as a human rights violation, it sets strong international standards to eliminate violence against women and domestic violence.



